	I. Being Taught
A.  Seeing Your Need to be Taught          1

1. Heb 5:12 Paul says you have need that one teach you.     Right away, we have a controversy because in I Jn 2:27 John says you need not that any man teach you, and I Jn 2:20 ye know all things.
What are we going to do?  You can think well, ok, I need to be taught, but taught what? I heard brother so and so is teaching some cool stuff so I’ll go be taught by him. Another person thinks, well, I don’t like to be taught by anyone, so I’ll take  I Jn 2 
Let’s take a closer look.  For one thing, if the shoe fits, wear it. The word of God is not a cafeteria, although that’s how most people treat it, that is, they hear what they want to hear, which may or may not be what God is saying to  them.  Heb 5:12 when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye  principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat is aimed not only to those who’ve not been taught, but also to those like me who’ve been taught but let things slip so badly that they need to go back again and learn the milk of the word.  That is me.  I was taught but then over the course of a very long time, let those things slip.  Now, there’s been no one to teach me but God provided my old notes from 50 years ago and the Holy Ghost has had to teach me all over again.  
I Jn 2:27  the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things… What is he talking about? Is he saying that we don’t need teachers?  What about Eph 4:11 where teachers are given to the church as one of the five-fold ministries?
We need not just to be taught, but established well enough to teach - that’s what Paul was talking about when 


he told Timothy II Tim 2:2 the things thou hast heard of me…the same commit thou to faithful men  The AMPC says reliable and faithful men who will be competent and qualified to teach others also.  You haven’t really learned something until you’re established in it enough to teach it to someone else.
a. I Pet 4:11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ,  if any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God - Peter’s not talking about moving in a special gift or special calling - If any person speaks in ministry to another, let it be as the oracle of God. You may move in a special gift or calling, and the anointing will be on it, but if you try to minister to someone when you’re out from under that anointing and you’re not established in the first principles of the oracles of God, you’re limited to your own personal wisdom and experience, or you’ll just be like a flake grasping at straws. The degree to which you can be ready to speak as the oracle of God (outside of your gift) is the degree to which you are established is those principles.   Or you can be like that brother who said “Don’t talk to me! I haven’t had my coffee yet and I haven’t been in the word today!”  God’s best for us is to be able to be instant in season and out.
1) Rom 3:2 Speaking of the Jews that came before us,  unto them were committed the oracles of God…the oracles of God have been committed to us through people, to teach to others

2) II Sam 16:23 is an example of someone who had tremendous potential, in that he was given the gift of wisdom, and under the anointing could rattle off the wisdom of God because it came straight from God under the anointing – when Ahithophel (one interpretation is “close to God”) counseled, was as if a man had enquired at the oracle of God - when you operate in your gift, you’ll have the anointing & provision of God, but ministering outside of that gift, will you have the word of the Lord, coming from a foundation of the principles of his oracles, or will you grasp at your own wisdom? Unlike David, who hid the word of God in his heart that he might not sin against the Lord, Ahithophel was of no use to himself or anyone else when he got away from the anointing.  And seeking his own benefit took him away from God to the point that he opposed God and ended up killing himself.  David is an example of someone who not only knew what to do under the anointing, but kept a heart after God when he got away from the anointing.  How is that done?  By being established, hiding the word in the your heart.
		

b. II Tim 2:24 (Every) servant of the Lord should be apt to teach, not just those called into the teaching ministry, and we don’t really know something unless we’re able to turn around and teach it. We ought to be so established in sound doctrine that we can be instant in season and out of season to share sound doctrine, but we’ve spent so much time occupied with things that we thought were important, that we missed the one need …remember Eph 4:12 The five-fold ministry is given For the perfecting on the saints for the work of the ministry We are the ones who should be doing the work of the ministry, and the five fold ministry should be working to perfect us and bring us into unity to do it effectively.
c. Luk 10:42 It’s easy to see many needs but with God there’s always one thing needful. …thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is needful  We’ve been so busy doing things we thought were so important, and we missed the ONE THING that was MOST important…lots of religious works and needs, but find that one thing, and all your other needs will get met.
1) Luk 18:18-22 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the commandments Save your flattery - if you’re too proud and self-righteous to receive what God says through me, don’t bother calling me good!  :22 Yet lackest thou one thing God always brings one thing to us, and that is what is important; the 

devil usually brings enough things to our attention to overwhelm us, in order to accuse and condemn us. Jesus called him to do one thing - forsake what he was trusting in - it was both riches and his self-righteousness - for him, they were both tied together - he earned by being righteous (in his own eyes) If he’d done the one thing, God would have changed the desires of his heart and all his wants and needs would be met – and we’d probably be reading about another apostle other than Matthias!
2) Phil 3:13 Paul said this one thing I do…the whole church was upon his shoulders, and don’t you know he was a busy man, but guess…it was all about one thing, a thing he talks about later.
3) Jn 9:25  the blind man said “Look, I know one thing…”
4) Ps 27:4 David said One thing have I desired…that will I seek after…
5) I Sam 15:13-25 eg. Saul - And Samuel Blessed be thou (he’s already working the flattery angle) of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord.  And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of 


the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; (also working the angle of Hey, don’t forget God - it’s for God so it must be good.) and the rest we have utterly destroyed. We often do half of what we know is God’s will and then try to make excuses for the rest-which God counts as sin - rebellion is as witchcraft
2. GOD’S WAY IS FOR US TO NEVER STOP SEEING OUR NEED TO BE TAUGHT
a. Heb 5:12 when for the time ye ought to be teachers, you have need that one teach you - The word is not reproving us just to reprove us, but to show us our need & God won’t show you a need without providing a way to have that need met.
b. Eg David - a man after God’s own heart; no one knew the purposes of God like David; no one had so much spiritually & materially, but he was always crying out “I am poor & needy…” He wasn’t running scared getting treed by a rabbit, but when the enemy was bigger than he could handle, he knew where his help was, and he was never too great in his own eyes to go that help, which was God.
1) Ps 25:4 Shew me thy ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths. Ps 103:7 an indictment against the children of Israel - they knew his acts but Moses knew his ways…all of them could have.
2) Ps 86:11 Teach me thy way, O Lord…
3) Ps 143:10  Teach me to do thy will… 


c. Don’t be like the church at Laodicea Rev 3:17,18 Because thou sayest I…have need of nothing…buy…gold and you really will have something. You can either pretend or be deceived into thinking you have something when you don’t. The greatest temptation to think you have no need is when you really do have something.  The little bit that you have can blind you just like the Laodiceans.
d. Why shouldn’t we ever stop seeing our need? Because when it’s not a time that you can call things that be not as though they are, such as when you’ve sinned, it’s not just the word of faith but also the cry of the poor and needy that moves the hand of God – you’ve got to know what season you’re in and what enemy you’re facing.
1)  Ps 35:10 who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?
2) Ps 109:31 he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul 
3) Ps 34:6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles 
4) Is 41:17-20 When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them…never be impressed by someone complaining about being in the desert.

e. Why keep seeing our need to be taught? Because of our enemies Ps 27:11 Teach me thy way, O Lord…because of mine enemies. 

1)  Ps 37:32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. 
2)  Ps 11:2 the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrows upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright Did you know you’ve got enemies in secret?  Just waiting for the right time and circumstances.
3) Jn 14: 30 …the prince of this world cometh… Jesus didn’t do or say anything that he didn’t come from the Father.  There was nothing in Him for the devil to exploit.  When we know what the one thing is that God is saying to us individually, and give our focus to it, guess what…the devil may come but he’ll find nothing in you, just like Jesus said, because everything else is under the blood.
f. Why keep seeing our need to be taught? Because Isiah 55:8,9 my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither  are your ways my ways…as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.   God’s not kidding when he says my ways and thoughts are higher than yours. If we’re going to know those ways and teach them to others then we need to be taught  those ways and thoughts. 
1) Ps 25:4 Shew me thy ways…teach me thy paths 
2) Ps 119:33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes… That’s the opposite of children of Israel who Heb 3:17 grieved God for 40 years because they never learned his ways Ps 103:7 It was Moses who came to know his ways - the Children refused to believe and to be taught and to grow up   

3) An indictment against the people of God Jer 32:33 they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I have taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction 
4) Prov 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise…instruction.  
5) Prov 13:18 Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction 
3. What does it take to receive instruction?
a. Wisdom to see your need, acknowledge it, and do the getting of it.
b. Prov 18:15 The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge 
c. Prov 1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning…  
d. Prov 9:1-6 Wisdom hath builded her house, she has hewn out…
-What are you going to do when you see your need & are faced with making some challenging priorities to see that need met?
	-Surprising to find who the foolish are
Jer 4:22 my people is foolish, they have not known me…
Job 32:9 Great men are not always wise: neither do the aged understand judgment 
We need to learn commitment to men, but more so to God.
    	e. We need to have wisdom to see our need to be taught.

If we’re to have the wisdom to see it, we may also have to ask for that wisdom… Jam 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him…and not only that but be willing to pay the price, not just “I claim wisdom because I have the mind of Christ” and be done with it! Rev 3:18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire… that means it’s going to cost something.
1. When God gave Solomon a chance to have anything he wanted in I King 	3:5, as great as he was, he had wisdom to see his need…he asked for understanding, in other words, to be taught…what would YOU be able to see your need for? WISDOM 	involves seeing your need to be taught. Prov 1:5 A wise man will hear and will increase learning… A wise man, no matter how much he has, will always see his need for more, just like King David. I Cor 13:9 we know in part… As much as you think you know, you have need for more…not head knowledge but heart knowledge of the ways of God.
2. How is wisdom imparted?  It comes from God, but do you mind through what CHANNEL? In I King 19 Elijah was fed by angel.  That was his provision.  Anybody could receive from an angel! All of us would love to have that kind of divine encounter, “I was met by an angel from God and he taught me!”  We would be the talk of the whole body of Christ. We could sell a million books about it.  But do you realize that on another occasion Elijah’s provision was to go to a little old widow lady and ask her to give him her last meal.  Can you imagine what CNN would say about that?  And on another occasion his provision came from the mouth of a raven, which the scriptures said is an 

unclean animal not to be even touched!  You could receive from an angel, but can you receive from lowly raven?  Or take a widows last meal?  While working a part time job in Florida, entering a widow’s house to do some work, she offered me a glass of lemonade that I didn’t want.  The glass didn’t even look particularly clean and I was about to turn it down but the Lord spoke to my heart and told me she was giving it to me out of her need to give and He would reward her for it. Thanked her and forced it down.
a. Prov 22:17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart (not just head) to my knowledge. Much of our problem in receiving knowledge is bowing down to get it.
b. Prov 9:9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. Are you happy with what you have or do you want more! 
f.  What else does it take to receive instruction? DESIRE
a)  Ps 27:4 David said One thing have I desired… that will I seek after…How do we go about doing that one thing?  You must first desire it.
b) Heb 5:13-14 milk comes before meat - are you offended to be called a babe in need of milk? I’m not. I Pet 2 says to desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby and he doesn’t just say like a baby, he says like a brand new itty bitty newborn babe. Does that give you an idea of how important it is?  If we are told to desire it, then we can make ourselves desire it.

c) Pro 18:1 Through desire a man, having separated himself… Desire will make you prioritize - eg serious athletes separate themselves from time-stealing activities, sweet foods, etc.   Mat 6:21 says where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. what you value, you will make time for and find a place for - in other words, you’ll separate yourself unto it and you’ll have it. What you want the most, you’ll have.  You’ll make a way to get it. If you want to know what you value the most, then just look at the clock and see what you give your time to.
d) It will be according to your desire that you receive teaching just like it will be according to your desire that you seek God. II Chron 15:12-15 If you want to see a picture of the time we’re living in, read this chapter. And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul; That whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. And they sware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the Lord gave them rest round about. We’re going to make such a priority of seek God that we’re going to kill anyone who doesn’t!! Not a casual suggestion.
g. What else does it take? DILIGENCE because desire is not enough

1. Prov 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. You can desire, but if you don’t do anything about it, you’ll have nothing.  
2. Prov 21:25 The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour. 	Because without diligence, all you’ll have is a frustrated wish.
3. Prov 17:16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it? Not only do you need wisdom, but you can’t even get wisdom without having the heart it takes to get it!  You might have the wherewithal, in other words the price in the hand, to get it, but lack the passion to work for it that is only found in the heart. There’s a price to pay for everything. What else do you need? We need WISDOM – not only do you need wisdom to see your need for instruction, you need wisdom in the getting of it! Have wisdom to see your need, acknowledge it, and be wise enough to be willing to pay the price involved in getting it.
h. What else is involved? (Getting the idea of what Rev 3:18 is talking about?!) SEEKING 
1) Ps 27:4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, and that is what I seek after 
2) Prov 18:1 Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh…you start with desire, and through desire you separate yourself unto what you desire, and you will do it one way or another if you desire it enough, 

but it doesn’t end there…it gives you the fuel with which to seek it.
3) Heb 11:6 he is a rewarder of them that diligently DESIRE? No!…seek him not just desire him.
4) Pro 11:27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour… notice “diligently” seems to accompany seeking…half-hearted attempts fail.
i. What else? MEEKNESS - humility is needed to receive something more than head knowledge - without humility, you’ll only be able to receive when the vessel suits you. 
1) Ps 22:26 the MEEK SHALL EAT and be satisfied  
2) Ps 25:9 …the MEEK will he guide in JUDGEMENT …MEEK will he TEACH his way.
3) Zeph 2:3 Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth (continually) SEEK MEEKNESS seek to have it – spoiler alert - if you think you have it, you probably don’t! eg. Num 12:3 Moses was called the meekest on the planet, but Ex 32:9 he included himself to be among the stiffnecked (haughty and proud)
4)  That’s what God is talking about in Pro 3:7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord and depart from evil. Thinking yourself to be wise, which is just like being proud, is equated with evil in the eyes of the Lord, and only if you depart from it will you be able to Jam 1:21 …receive with MEEKNESS the engrafted WORD, which is able to save your souls. 
5) You might start out meek, but you NEED TO STAY meek, even when you’re 	tempted to think yourself WISE. 

a) Rev 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich…thinking or saying that should cue you in to a desperate need to buy real gold & be rich indeed. 
b) Deut 8:10-20 When thou hast eaten and art full…Beware that thou forget…Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord…who led thee…who fed thee…that he might humble thee…if thou do at all forget the Lord…ye shall surely perish
c) That’s why Paul said in I Cor 8:2  if any man THINK that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. We need to stay poor and needy in our own sight in that if we know, we know in part, it says in I Cor 13:9, and we must continually seek wisdom and knowledge of his ways, no matter how much we think we know.
d) Prov 5:11-13 is a picture of the ultimate end of refusing to see your need to be taught And thou mourn at the last…and say How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; and have not obeyed he voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me. 
1. Jer 32:33 they have turned to me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them God’s up early for you, are you up early for him? yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction.
2. Prov 13:18 Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction… 


3. Ps 40:17 David’s example ...I am poor and 
4. Ps 70:5 David’s example…I am poor and needy  
5. Ps 72:12,13 …he shall deliver the needy…the poor…and him that hath no  helper… There is a time to stand on the word and command things that be not as though they are, and there is a time to stand still and see the salvation of God.  In David’s life there were enemies that he could handle and enemies he could not. He didn’t let it blind him to his needs - he STAYED MEEK, w.hether in a moment of strength, or facing overwhelming odds, he stayed meek – that means he was humble
6. Ecc 3:1, 10 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. That word TRAVAIL in Hebrew actually means BUSINESS, and that word EXERCISED in Hebrew is literally translated HUMBLED.
7. I Cor 10:11,12 …they are written for our admonition…let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
8. Deut 8:10-19 When thou hast eaten and art full,…Beware that thou forget not…ye shall perish You can be PERISHING without even KNOWING it,  just like in Rev 3 you can be BLIND without even knowing it.

9. We have a temptation when we’ve heard something ONCE, not to want to hear it again. Act 17:21 when Paul was brought to Areopagus  he used to his advantage the fact that…the Athenians … spent their time in nothing else, but to either tell, or to hear, SOME NEW THING. Have you ever heard someone beside you say “Oh, I’ve heard THAT” ! They just eliminated themselves from getting something that God might have for them. If you think that God is going to change what and how He wants you to learn, forget about it! In Ps 93 it says Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting…and Thy testimonies are very sure: His way is not like immersion language learning – He wants you to learn His ABC’s according to how He’s made provision for you.
10. I Jn 2:7 Brethren, I write NO NEW COMMANDMENT unto you, but an OLD COMMANDMENT which ye had FROM THE BEGINNING. 	When you council someone and they say “I know that.” Forget it, receiving counseling is over!
11. Rather than TAKE TO HEART WHAT GOD’S GIVEN US, we go to the next seminar for SOMETHING NEW. Jer 6:16 …Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for THE OLD PATHS… Let’s believe God for revelation, but let it be new light on the old paths SET BY THE LORD - be faithful in those, first.
4. Heb 5:12 ye have need that one teach you… but I Jn 2:27 ye need not that any man 	teach you… Usually our flesh wants to pick one or the other and make a controversy out of it…resulting in two extremes, both of which can be in the will of God or totally out of the will of God.  All this results in four extremes that many times you can find in the body of Christ:


i.	We can be in God’s will submitted to a man and be puffed up about it.
ii.	We can be out of God’s will submitted to a man and be stiff necked.
iii.	We can be in God’s will not submitted to a man, and be puffed up.
iv.	We can be out of God’s will not submitted to a man and be rebellious.
In any one of these extremes you can use scripture to defend your position.
a. ONE EXTREME - I am of Paul…I Cor 1:12 Emphasis is all man - I am of Paul - Heb 5:12 says you do need a man to teach you. Most of the time when we see what our provision is, we automatically think it’s God’s provision for everyone, and think everyone else is missing God by not taking advantage of it.  Or we get puffed up like the Corinthians and despise everybody else.  Or, we can choose to not receive it, and get in a religious rut and want everone else in there with us.
1) Eph 4:11 he gave some teachers
2) II Tim 2:2 things thou hast heard of me 
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b. THE OTHER EXTREME - I am of Christ - Emphasis is all God - You don’t need anyone to teach you I Jn 2:27 ye need not that any man teach you
1) Phil 4:19 my God shall supply all your need…

2) Jn 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches…
3) Heb 4:6 come boldy to the throne of grace…
c. You can use the word of God to justify whatever out-of-balance position you want to take.  You can be not submitted to a man/church and be totally in the will of God. You can use the word to justify not being submitted to a man/church and be totally out of the will of God and be rebellious.  You can be submitted to a man and be right in the will of God.  You can be submitted to a man and be totally out of the will of God and be in bondage. 
d. There is NO CONTROVERSY - there are different provisions at different times but the source is the same.
1) Ps 32: 8,9 In going to such great lengths to show us our NEED to be taught, God PROMISES to provide it. I will instruct thee and teach thee…I 	will guide thee with mine eye. BUT Be ye not as the horse or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle…Most of us, especially men, are like a wild horse that can’t stand still when you approach them…they have to be broken first, and many times that what is takes for us.  Others of us, especially if we are in a denomination, are like the mule, stuck in our traditional thinking, unwilling to see a difference provision than what we’re used to, unwilling to move unless we get our behind beaten.  God says don’t be like either one. 
2) Ex 4:12, 15 God says to Moses Go, I will teach you, and what you teach 	Aaron, it will be me talking I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say …And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth…

3) Neh 9:20 Thou gavest also thy good spirit  to instruct them… 
4) Jn 14:26 But the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance… 
5) Deut 24:8 do according to all that the priests the Levites shall teach you: as I commanded them The ministry is teaching you but it’s what I commanded. 
6) Prov 31:1 The words of king Lemuel (“devoted to God”) the prophecy 	that his mother taught him. If it’s prophetic, it’s from God, but it came out of a person’s mouth.
7) Phil 4:12  Paul said in all things I am instructed…not just when the provision suits me, because the Spirit is always there if I am meek enough to receive. How can this be? Job 12:7-9 …they shall teach thee…Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee…  Ps 19 1-4 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world…Do you realize that that word “line” is actually translated from the Hebrew word that means “message.” At any given time in your life, God is there to teach you, if you will have it. There will be a certain provision at any given time, no matter how great or small you are. Even if it takes sending an angel in Act 8 with Phillip, God will have a provision to teach you.

8) THE BALANCE Ecc 12:11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given by one shepherd. Instruction from God is just that - from God, regardless of the source.
a) I Cor 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers…
b) I Cor 3:22,23 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas or the world, or 	life…all are yours  (sent to you teach & minister) 
c) Gal 1:12  revelation comes from God, directly or indirectly, but even if indirectly, it comes by revelation when you seek it
